PINELLAS COUNTY FIRE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION
March 2, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Angle at 12:50 p.m.  Ken Cramer provided the invocation and roll call was taken with 28 in attendance.  Dr. Sandra Pepicello, HEC Provost of St. Petersburg College was in attendance.  Chief Naylor made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Chief Meyer, motion passed by voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report as of February 27, 2006:


PCFCA Checking
$10,874.84


SCFSK Checking
$  1,075.46


SCFSK CD

$  5,556.69


Total


$17,553.99

Chief Meyer made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Second by Chief O’Neal, motion passed by voice vote.
Correspondence – none

New Business

Information was provided on an Extrication Competition scheduled for May.  Chief Bullock made a motion for PCFCA to help sponsor the event.  Second by Chief Naylor, motion passed by voice vote.

Chief Angle mentioned the list of upcoming County meetings posted on their web site; most have to do with the budget review schedule.  The County is also conducting a visioning process.

Unfinished Business
CRC – nothing new to report
PCFCA web site – under construction at www.pcfca.org
Nominating Committee Report – Chief Malzone provided the following nominations for PCFCA Board for 2006-2007:


President


Chief James Angle


Vice President


Chief Dan Graves


Secretary/Treasurer

Chief Scott McGuff


North County Director
Chief Bud Meyer


Mid-County Director

Chief Darryl O’Neal


South County Director
Chief Charles Fant


Director-at-Large

Chief Doug Lewis


Past President


Chief Bill Naylor

There were no nominations from the floor.  Chief Meyer made a motion to accept the Nominating Committee Report and cast a unanimous ballot for all nominees.  Second by Chief Naylor, motion passed by voice vote.

EMS/CME Steering Committee – an opening exists on the committee due to the promotion of the street-level representative.  Chiefs were requested to submit nominations to fill this important position.

Committee Reports

Operations Chiefs – Chief Graves had no report.  Chief Wimberly reported on the Battle of the Badges and suggested that PCFCA should consider fielding a team.  Contact Chief Angle if there is interest.

Education – the Assessment Center Preparation class is schedule for March 17th, 21 have signed up

A suggestion was made to host a ‘Firefighter Safety’ class by Billy Goldfelter
Fire Marshals – no report

PALS – Chief Wimberly reported that hospital nurse managers have been invited to participate in PALS, two attended the last meeting.  The protocol committee is working with OMD to develop protocols to address the new American Heart Association standards for CPR, AED, and defibrillation.  New standards may necessitate upgrades to biphasic defibrillators; will work with County on funding.

Sunstar – February was a busy month with over 9,000 calls.  Currently working on union negotiations.

Training Officers – no report

EMS First Responder Agreement – one meeting was held in February to begin discussions; next meeting is scheduled for March 14th
American Assembly –


Marine Rescue sub-committee – no report

Special Teams sub-committee – Chief Stout developed suggestions for alternate funding


EMS Transport sub-committee – Chief Bullock is putting together a committee of stakeholders and plan on meeting in March

Affiliate Member Reports
EMS & Fire Administration – Chuck Kearns reminded that EMS crews should remain aware of HIPAA regulations regarding patient confidentiality

Craig Hare mentioned that biphasic defibrillators will be considered as a clinical upgrade for County-funded units and agencies will need to budget for upgrades for non-County-funded units.  AEDs are not currently included in County funding.

OMD – no report but Jeff Barnard talked about current busy season and OMD is working with hospitals to help keep units available

Emergency Management – no report

Communications – Pam Montanari handed out new radio equipment price lists and reminded all departments of the need to complete spreadsheets for radio equipment inventories and accessory components needing retuning or replacement due to the NEXTEL interference.  The mobile data systems is currently upgrading to the high-performance system; radio modems will be upgraded for current users following the system upgrade.
911 – no report

SPC/EMS – Nerina Stepanovsky reported that an accelerated anatomy and physiology class is being offered; Paramedic classes will begin August 21st and continue to July 2007.  Dr. Pepicello discussed the SPC/EMS faculty shortage and handed out a draft EMS Faculty Memorandum of Understanding.  Chief Bullock proposed that departments consider exchanging personnel during the upcoming Paramedic class in order to complete ride time primarily while students are on duty.  An offer of employment has been made to an applicant for the EMS/CME Coordinator’s position.

SPC/Fire – Roger Melchor reported that Fire Academy Class 14 will be graduating at the end of March.  Chief Lewis reported on an idea to work with Pinellas Park High School extend fire academy training to high school students similar to the Criminal Justice Academy magnet program.  Charlie Crowther reported that the summer schedule for Fire Program classes has been published; also a Homeland Security certificate program will be starting this summer.  Roger reported that SPC Allstate Center is now a state certification testing site.

Good of the Organization

Chief Angle presented a token of appreciation from PCFCA to Retired Chief Jim Callahan for his service to the PCFCA and fire/EMS service in Pinellas County.  The memento was accepted by Cindy Callahan as Jim is getting acclimated to shift work in the Florida Keys.

Chief Angle also presented a certificate of appreciation to Cindy Callahan for her service to the PCFCA and fire/EMS service in Pinellas County.
Congratulations offered to new St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue Chief Jim Large; Operations Chief Jim Wimerly; and Fire Marshal Bill Jolley.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m.
Next meeting – April 6th; same time, same place.

Submitted by:  

Charlie Fant
