PINELLAS COUNTY FIRE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION
April 6, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Angle at 12:35 p.m.  Chief Leahy provided the invocation and roll call was taken with 20 in attendance (no guests). 
Minutes – Chief Fant reported that the minutes had stated that a motion was made to cast a unanimous ballot for all nominees for office; it should have read “Motion to accept the nominating committee report.”  Chief Meyer made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as amended.  Second by Chief Graves, motion passed by voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report – none (as the Secretary/Treasurer was out of the country…)
Correspondence – none

New Business

National Safety Stand Down on June 21st was discussed – Chief Angle encouraged departments to participate in county-wide observance.  The training officers are reviewing last year’s activities and developing ideas.  Suggestion made to work with Pinellas County TV18 for coverage.
Battle of the Badges planned for May 5th in Largo.  Fire Chiefs interested in fielding a team should contact Chief Angle.
Penny for Pinellas – cities are being asked for ideas on projects for funding by an extension of the special tax.  Chief Angle requested suggestions from the fire chiefs by the end of April.  Some examples included expansion of the central fire training facility (build with penny money), construction of a central communications center/EOC, county-wide traffic pre-emption.

Unfinished Business
CRC – nothing new to report.  Next meeting will be held on April 24th.
PCFCA web site – under construction at www.pcfca.org.  “Coming soon” to a computer near you.
Nominations & Election of Officers – Nominations presented at the March meeting were read.  Nominations for PCFCA Board for 2006-2007:


President


Chief James Angle


Vice President


Chief Dan Graves


Secretary/Treasurer

Chief Scott McGuff


North County Director
Chief Bud Meyer


Mid-County Director

Chief Darryl O’Neal


South County Director
Chief Charles Fant


Director-at-Large

Chief Doug Lewis


Past President


Chief Bill Naylor

There were no nominations from the floor.  Chief Meyer made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot for all nominees.  Second by Chief Malzone, motion passed by voice vote.

Hydrant Committee – Chief Graves will be taking over for Chief Stout as representative.
Committee Reports

Operations Chiefs – The group had a presentation by the County Wildland Fire Team; discussed radio repeater systems for large facilities.  Pam Montanari reported that Suncoast Communications has put together a repeater system that is in use by Clearwater that could meet needs – cost about $8,000.
Education – the Assessment Center Preparation class netted about $400 to the PCFCA; thanks to Largo for assistance
Still working on plan to host a ‘Firefighter Safety’ class by Billy Goldfelter
Fire Marshals – no report

PALS – Chief Greek was elected president of PALS and reported the groups has discussed upgrades to biphasic defibrillators; will work with County on funding.  New American Heart CPR standards are being developed by the protocol committee.
Training Officers – no report

EMS First Responder Agreement – fire chiefs have held several meetings and Chief Angle will provide status of results to Craig Hare.
American Assembly –


Marine Rescue sub-committee – has met

Special Teams sub-committee – has had several meetings.  Mike Cooksey has submitted a proposal for cost recovery for HazMat and Tech Rescue.

EMS Transport sub-committee – will be meeting on April 7th
Affiliate Member Reports
EMS & Fire Administration – Mike Cooksey reported the hydrant committee has met and developed a draft ordinance for hydrant locations in unincorporated areas; he will bring to next meeting.  EMS & Fire Administration will be making a budget presentation to the county commission on Tuesday, April 11th.  A contract has been finalized with five fire departments for hazardous materials operations.
OMD – Jeff Barnard reported that OMD is reviewing the implementation for American Heart Association standards into county EMS protocols.  The St. Pete Grand Prix went well and he commended St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue for the outstanding operation.
Emergency Management – Dick Williams mentioned the county will be participating in a Bioshield tabletop exercise in the EOC on Tuesday, April 11th.
Communications/911 – Jackie Weinreich distributed the 2005 demographics and reported the system is moving ahead with wireless 911.  Chief Angle complemented Emergency Communications on their assistance provided in implementing the Group I software in Palm Harbor.  Pam Montanari reported that high performance radio modems would be implemented in the next few months; they are currently in a testing phase with the upgraded system.
SPC/EMS – no report
SPC/Fire – no report
Red Cross – no report

Sunstar – still busy responding to a record number of calls; broke records for first three months of 2006.  They are continuing to have delays at hospitals and continue to work with OMD and the hospital administrators to fix problem; consolidated care has been implemented to help free up ambulances from emergency departments.  Thanks to Clearwater, Safety Harbor and Dunedin for excellent response to ambulance crash on US19 and Drew St.  

Good of the Organization

It was reported that Paul Roberts has accepted a training position at Lakeland Fire Dept.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 pm
Next meeting – May 4th; same time, same place.

Submitted by:  

Charlie Fant
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